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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE following Speech was not intended 
| = to go any farther than the Walls of the 


Houſe in which it was delivered; but the 
preſſing Inſtances of many Lords, for whom 
the Author entertains the greateſt Honour 

and Eſteem, have in a manner compelled 
him to make it more publick ; which the 
candid Reader will it is hoped conſider in 
the Peruſal of it. 
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BARL or MACOLESFIBLD: 


8 P E F H 


4 12298 THE 


Houſe of Peers. 


ee the 18th Day of March 1750. 


My Lords, | 

HE principal View and Intention of the Bill» 

which has been juſt now read to your Lord- 
\ ſhips, is to introduce and eſtabliſh one uni- 
form Method of reckoning or computing Time, and 
of fixing the Dates of all Matters which may be 
tranſacted, not only among the Subjects of the 
Crown of Great Britain, but alſo betwixt them 


and the Inhabitants of much the greateſt Part of 
Europe. 


And for this Purpoſe, it is propoſed by this Bill; 
Firſt, To regulate the Commencement of the Year 
and Secondly, To corre& the Calendar, which at 
preſent is made uſe of, for reckoning and computing 
Time, throughout all the Countries and Places 2 fab- 
ject or belonging to the Britiſd Crown. 


That, 


5 * 1 
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legal Commencpm 


th Kingdom, b 
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That, in one mem of this Year Kingdom, the 
ey ſhquld d 
the Space of near Tics BIO Abs 10 not only l | 


legal er dene of the Year | in another Part 2 
alſo irc eneral nd 


ut t 1 ſo gering 
an re mag and the Parcnt of ſo much Confuſion 
and Diſorder; that I am perſuaded there is no Lord 
within this Houſe, nor any one Perſon without-doors, 
who does not «wiſh af Gelbe ff t may be re- 
moved 25 


For which Reaſon L ſhall not trouble. your Lord- 
ſhips with any thing farther, in Support of that Part 
of the Bill, which eſtabliſhes one and the ſame Com- 
mencement of the Year throughout all the Brit iſs 
Dominions; and in order that, at the ſame time, 
we may be conformable in this reſpect! to the Ufage 
of all the reſt of Europe, directs, that the Firſt! Day 
of Jannary ſhall be taken and deemed to be * Firſt F 
Day of the Your! in al ſucceeding 4 g 


8 


Tl e next Thing propoſed by? this! ih! is ce 
ection of the Calendar, and this in TWwo Re- 
Seck Firſt, with regard to the Civil Year, by which 
the Times of our fire Feſtivals, and the Dates of 
all our Tranſactions, are determined; and, Secondly, 
in relation to the Method which we make luſe'of to 


find the Time of Eſter, and of the moveable Feaſis 
'thereon depending: In both which Particulars, we 


diffe? from the. Practice * ing ang Ot 0. Eis- 
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And although the Inconveniences, which ariſe from 
the Firſt of theſe, are not ſo general and univerſal, 
as thoſe which are cauſed by the different Commence- 
ments of the Year which are in Uſe within this 
Kingdom yet are they not, leſs ſenſibly, felt by 
ſuch as have Dealings or Correſpondence, of any 
kind with: Foreign Countries; Where the ſevetal 
Months ate reckoned) to begin eleven Days oper 
than they d ing this Kingdom, or I any N 
Places ſubject to the Crown of Great... Britain. 


7 


That is, the ſame Day, which, in each Month is 


with us the firſt, is called the twelfth Day of the 
Month throughout almoſt all the other Parts of Eu. 
rope; and in like manner thro all the other Days 
of _ Month; * are an eleven afar nr them. 


5 had: wile be e anne Drs ac- 
ebrifinj to one Calendar or Account may, without 
any great l ban recueed to! thoſe of the 

other.. 1 1159 "acer 1600 Alon: | 


But as it muſt ſtill be a —— of ue URS 


and the Loſs 'of ſome Time, to make ſuch Reduc- 
tions; and that the Number of the ſame; where 
Dealings are large and Correſpondence extenſive, will 
be conſiderably increaſed': It will ſurely be well worth 
the while, intirely to remove an Inconvenience, from 
the which there may poſſibly ariſe, if the greateſt 


. ORR be not conſtantly obſerved, more Miſtakes 


and 


3 


- 
- 
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"| x 1 N 
and Confuſion than a little Time and Pains would 
be ſufficient to rectify; and which might even ſotne- 


times occaſion rr ale never e 
de ketritved. y | 


— vi 
# 


mo" to hk Nee thoſe 
who have any Intercourſe with other Parts of Europe, 


and ſuch as are any ways coneetned in foreign Trade 
and Commerce; a Matter of ſo much Conſequence 
and Benefit to this Nation, and upon which the Opu- 
lence and Strength of the lame do ſo greatly de- 


pend. 


Tbeſe Confiteenions 1 would alone fufbciency: fab 
us Yan carrying a Bill of this Nature into a Law. 


But it happens veſiges; that theſe lnconveiences | 
are only owing to our own Perſeverance in a Pra- 
Rice which has tong ſince been acknowleged to be cr- 
roneous, and, as ſuch, been corrected in almoſt all the 
other Parts of Europe; and which is, by the Inhabit- 
ants of thoſe Countries, but too juſtly objected to us 

as Matter of Reproach. 


e wwesptan and ſtare, in a proper manner, this 00 
another Particular in our Calendar and Computa- 
tion of Time, and the Method of correcting them, 
provided by this Bill, will, I am ſenſible, oblige 
me to treſpaſs longer upon your Lordſhips Time 
8 than 1 could wiſh to do. 


But 


191 

ut as I think it would neither be realonatle in 
it ſelf; nor conſiſtent with the Dignity of chis Houſe, 
for me to deſire your Lordſhips to give a Sandtion 
to Corrections of Errors of ſo general a Concern, 
When neither thoſe Corrections, nor the Errorsthim - 
ſelves, have in any meaſure been explained to 
Lordſhips: I chufe rather ar pars —— 
Goodneſs, for the Pardon of my Prolixitys than to 
appear in any degree wanting in that Duty and Re- 
gard which Lowe yr Houſe, by forbearing to give 


your Lordſhips the beſt nnen Lam able of 
er 21 ni end ac Ha 


ti 26 98.3 ni aum d nd 304 wg 21697 

And although i it is now — that the Sun 
does: not move, and that the; Equinoxes and Solſtices 
do not vary or change, or at moſt but extremely dittle: 
Yet, in Compliance with Guſtom and Uſage, and 
that I may not be thought to-affedtSingularity,-I ſhall 
not ſcruple to make: ef the common Manner of 
ſpeaking on theſe Subjects, and to mention the Mo- 
tion of the Sun, and the Anticipation and Variation 
of the Equinoxes and Solſtices, and of the: Scaſons 


| which depend thereon, whenſoever, in what I have 


to ſay, there all. be Occaſion fot me ſo to do- 
Vi9y 115320191 3601 260116 a3 ils ni 1 1101 Stiel 911 0 
We are told byc the — Authority, that, be 
ſides many other Uſes for which the Sun and Moon 
Vvere originally intended, they were to) be fer / eu- 
ſons, and for. Days and Tears: And acrordingly all 
Nations —— beſt of their Skill, adapted 
their Civil Years to the apparent Motion of the 
Sun, or of the Noon, or of both thoſe Luminaries 


2 10 oo B jointly. 


— 


eo 


cindy: The firſt: being called merely: Solar Years ; 
the ſecond meraly Lunar, and che laſt Lunifolar 
r ig o7-2girfiþro] un nab or am 10 
nano 6 Inne o 10 A to 2011 ⁰οο 02 
——— Veat was ancientiy made uſe af 
bey the Cbaldaaur, and Poetſtamti; ait 
wards by the Raman: and from them, en 
ran ieee ee Tim. 2613. 101 ;6) thee | 

Kotten mh ai gain geb rung © 152405 
The merely Lunar Year, being; 06-6 raciable! — | 
wanddring a Nature, that its. Beginn ing — — 
all the Seaſons in a little more than — 
Vears, has not been ſo much in Uſe as the other — * 
thougłr it formerly prevailed among the Arabian and 
SKarutenc, as it —_ 4 ——_ n ds. 
wrun Nations. 0 te 
Bas ad an mo 92 Hus | 
lee Luniſolar — followed; 165 the acicleve | 
aud (Greeks,) and for ſome time by the No- 
mans; and is ſtill made uſe of for determining the 
Times of the moveable Feaſts, as well by the Gay 
TOY hy EI Fade s r | 
JET I I-11 43 OON% 0305. 135 

Bur neichet the Solar nor the Alibis Me ee 
of the ſame Form, in all the Nations that reſpectively 
uſed. them for, in proportion to the Advancement 
which the Knowlege of Aſtronomy made among 
them, the Civil Vear, whether Solar or Luniſolar, 
was brought to correſpond more nearly with the 
true or Aſtronomical r en Of I _ 
are two' Kinds, 2165 X 


JJ 3073 (od to 10 took 5d 3o 10. mu; 
$ +22 TL = #4 ku — 134 * N LN # & * £ * , «of bd 6 . 


* 
Foy 4 One 


3 nn. 
Teas iid 10 1016258 n hae ogy! 119437 boy 
One of them is called thg, Sideseal Near; ape 18. 
the Time that paſſes betwixt the Sun's leaving any 


fret, ard Me Þaproec0, Aber fare Star am 
527101 byeno 53. 200 it 81 10 210 Jia 241 
The other, which is called the Tropical Near, and 
is about twenty Minuzes *leſs than the Sidereal 7 cats; 
is that Space of Time which the Sun, departing from 
either of the Rquinoctial or Selſtitial Points, takes 
up in performing tlie whole Circuit of the Ecliptic, 
before he, returns to the ſame Point again; And, he- 
cauſe/the four Parts, into which the Equinoxes and 
Solſtices divide the Tropical. Near, form the four 
Seaſons; this, and not. the Sidercal Year, has gene- 
rally been made ute; of, for regulating and correœcting 
the Civil Years, as well Luniſolat as Solar. 0 


The Year which, Numa introduced among the 
Romans, Was Luniſolat: But, either through che 
Ignorance! or the Negligence of the Pricſts, ho had 
| the Gaze: of theſe Matters, the Intercalations:and Cory 
rections. neceſſary for. preſerving the proper Gorre- 
ſpondente between their Luniſolar Year and the Tro: 
pical Yar, wers either wholly omitted, or ſo very 
improperly applied, as to produce at laſt the greateſt 
Diorder in the Roman Calendar; inſomuch that it 
even came to appoint the Celebration of ende 
their: Feſtivals, at Seaſons of the Year intitely differ 
ont e rye _ Feſtivals, themlckyes de- 


. : , 
Fr r 1 . | , : 1 
2 #7 A P 7 S281 Ani IT {4 19 Lie 0 5 
: . = A” oy, 2 
1 > 4 2 . - ff . ©. . by ww * J — wo * * 1 þ »} F 1 
4 , * fs \ +> < 


# #4 4 & s 4 4 i s „„ „ VS 2 - 
u 
* * * q " ' 
_— 7 . 

Fire 'e p ( , | FH 

* Y „ % FR * 3. vo # 

= 
ks * . 
* © 
a 7 * 
hs * 


ö 
N 
| 
F 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


— ITY 
— 


and it being impoſſible to take notice 
ear Contrivec for cοammon Uſe, which could admit 


| [ OY 
rived their Names, and on account of which they 
were origitially inſtituted. - 31485 2 mati: 20 20 


Nn. ee 2 NNE 2 ?: J nnd I NT 0617 


5 Ceſar; Weben abe Miiinws; 


| the chief Cate of theſe Things belonged, reſolved 


to correct this Abſurdity; and to dre * Tar as 
he could, the like Error for the future. ORR 21 
A0 Gin ine 94; T4, W. IL JC ae 811 ei 
And, after bieg reſtored all the Feſtivals to their 
proper Seaſons, by the Advice of Sſgenes, an Aſtro- 
nomer of Alexeandvia, whom he had called to his 
Aſſiſtance, he cauſed the old Luniſolar Vear of Numa 
to be intirely laid aſide; and fubſtituted, in the ſtead 


thereof, the Eęyptian Solar Vear of 365 Days, Which 


he ordered to be made uſe of for the Antares but 
not without 4 Correction 


on For it being cbncluded, from the beſt Aab 
mical Obſervations then made, that the true Length 
of the Tropical Yeat Was 365 Days, and fix Hours, ex- 
ceeding/by-one fourth of a Day, th nh ey Year 5 
that Exceſs in 


ne Patt of Time 1:6 chan an intire Day; he directed 
that one whole Day; being the Amount of that Exceſs 


in four Fears, ſhould be added in every fourth Year-: 
And chat this additional Day ſhould be interealated 
ot inſetted, immediately after the ſeventh of the 


Calendꝰ of March, which with us is the twenty 
third Day of February: And ſince, by this means, two 
ſucceſſive Days were each of them called Sexto Ca- 
lendas, and, one of them was for Diſtinction- ſake, 
-ealled Biſſexto Calendas; it is from thence NG 

cars, 


: Ci . 
| Yearyy in which this additional Day is inteicalaihl, 
have obtained the Name of Biſſestile Years, > ge 


30 * 333K © t 4 Fit 1130 411 197 3 b5933R 


It was then thought that this Form of the Solar Year 
was'ſs perfect, — — and Solſtices would = 
for evet continue to happen upon the ſame nominal! 
Days; and accordingly it came into Uſe throughout! 
Europe in general; and is ſtil! ſo throughout all the 
Britiſß Dominions, being, from the Name of its 
Author, called the alion Teat or Account. NV 10 
10 wy: 4 Or ot 4 1%, WW lofbin! i 3/1 bf! N 
But Time ſhewed it not to be ſo: \perſel; wit was; 
at firſt imagined to be: For at length it was found, 
that the Equinoxes and Solſtices had anticipated, that 
is, happened earlier, by ſome Days, than they did in 
ſome former diſtant: Vears: And mote accurate Ob. 
ſervations of the Sun diſcoveted, not only thd Error 
which cauſed this Irregulariry, | but likewiſc how much 
that Error amounted to in” every' mean Vear, taking 


One Year with another. 105 bein Nite i 280. 
ns (03! WI r 0 41 | Srogagtt PIE 2 7 * 1121 


For it appeared; that the Tropical ear had been 
ſuppoſed longer than it truly was, by a little — 5 
than eleven Minutes *, which Errot would amoubt 

in four Vears, to more than fotty four Minutes f 
in about 130 Veats 9% to one intite Day; and in 
2 | Years, to three" Days and ulmoſt” pus 


Fr gt nel 210 l 10 Sn A vis) 3 ail; 
193 9391qrios o 9191 nþ 57711 
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ant Dag. t 34.1h 34. 20. T an ON 16451 
:£4T | This 


2 U 


hh Ear agg n hei NEst 1 827 attempted to 


be remedied? NHD Gregoryo the 8 


ſucceeded very well in the Attempt. 
109 T 36702 ot o iH ich 18807 135 jon rol er v7 


 þiThe Popeidtt about this Mork from t Deſtre, that 
thaumovesbie! Eadſt of Eater ſhould always be ob- 
ſerved, as;hearly a9highr-þe; at: the; fame;times:of: 
the; Year: teſpecivelyn Wirhi theſe at whi I it had 
beem kept fo tac; Years after the General Council 
of Nice \:whish/was holten in the Year pf our Lord 
325. and had — — a Rule for finding the pro- 
— 2ecttbr@ivg chat 2 of which 
— he Teaf r Sd v7 Bmgemt tht n 

| * D916qi>inE bed ei 0 bas ezioniupf ach 22h 
This bowexer could not · do effeched, without or- 
reQ&ing nh Givil Neat in ſuch a manner, that the 
Verna Equinos ſhould then, and in all future times 


F 


likewiſe, fall pon, or very near to, the twentyrfirſt 


ft Marth 


As: it did at the timerof that general 


ten Days 5 and happened upon the eleventh, and not 
| eee OST) IR DI) of: Marr: 
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: 


for, | this Baenoke, che not only cauſed Ten 
Hays tobe dropped! in Ociaber cd 20 bur aftet have · 


ing gonſultegc wit the Aſtronomers, in alk tho Uni- 


verſycs: proicfling the Roman Religion, he directed, 
That the ſame Rule of Intercalation ſhould he ob- 
ſerved in reſpect to complete Centuries of Years, 
with-that Which then was and- {till ; is. in Uk, ns 

regard co ſingle Leafs. 0 3+: p 
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eadT' © | That 


neil, but had then anticipated; by the Space of 


[ is ] 5 
ht. ab thtes faccefiive:. tundrodth:Vearg, which; 
xcording ta . A Accouiit; woallbalthdvebeen | 
Biſbutils Years, were ti be om common Teatꝭ j but 
every fourth hundaeddi TA as ta be as it tert 
wiſe would have been, a Biſſeatils Rca neff | 


1 By this'/mieans-theee' \intercalaty Days being omit- 
ted in every four hundred Fears; the Difference' be: 
tween that Number of Civil and Aſtronomical Years, 
s not ſo much as t- Hours * and wilt not 
amount to 24 Hours, ot one Ar Du, in leſs 
nya. age. be bas nz 22109" 
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|. The-Civib Year, thus W N aw spes in 
moſt Parts of Europe, many Years ſince; and is pro» 
poſed by this Bill to be now received and eſtabliſhed- 
throughout all the Countries ſubſect ro the Crown 
of Great Britain But becauſe; in the Year 1700. 
an intercalary Day was added by us, and not by thoſe 
who then made uſe of the Vear ſo cortected, or the 
New Style; they ate now Eleven Days before us in 
the Reckoning of Time: And therefore, if we would 
make our Reckoning agree with. theirs, eleven Days. 
muſt be dropped by us, at ſuch time of the Year; as 
for be + rt 0 ny : moſt convenient” and Ne 
ito \ , 2. HO) bin 


1 
2 


When the Solar Year, by which the Times & al | 
our fixed Feſtivals, and o- of a Civil Narure, 


= 


* 


1 


* 


— upon: the firſt Sunday after that fourteenth Day of the 


L611 


rection, necelſary to be made in out Oalendat, is that 
of our Method of finding the Time of the moveable 


Feaſt of Eller and of the Places where the Golden 
Numbers, which we make uſe of for that Purpoſe, 
ſtand in our Calendar. 


The General Council of Nice was holden, as 1 
mentioned before, in the Vear of our Lord 32 5. for 
this Puxpoſe, among others, that a Rule might be 
laid down for finding the right and proper I ime of 


celebrating the Feaſt of Eaſter; concerning which 


many Diſputes had ariſen, and had been carried to 


the greateſt Exceſs, between the Weſtern and the : 
Eaſtern Churches: And the Subſtance of what was 
agrecd upon at that Couneil wWas this:: 


5 0 1 4 * 4 
Gen dar b n ini ae 


That the Feaſt of Eaſter ſhould always be obſerved 


Moon, by. which they meant the Full Moon, which 
ſhould happen upon or next aftet the Day of the 
Vernal Equinox. And fince that Equinox then hap- 


pened upoa the twenty - firſi. Day of Marr, and it 


was then thought would for ever continue to do 
ſo .it was declared, fot the ſake of Perſons unac- 
quainted, with Aſtronomy, ihat the twenty-firſt Day 
of March ſhould be conſidered as the Day of: the 
Vernal Equinox. 


1 * - , 
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iis do om 3 | 
And! Aſtronomical Learning flouriſhing, at that 


tims, more in Egypt than elſewhete; it was re- 
ferred to the Biſhop of Alexandria, to compute 
every Year, the Time of Eaſter; and to fend carly 
Notice of it to the Biſhop” of Rome; who was to 
EF © » HEM J Com- 


n 


- [#70] 
| eonfiwantcate it tothe ſeve ral Biſhopsof x the Weſtern 
Churches. M7 503 To e&ys0QG 3 f 8 OR * A 
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This laſt Particular gave a ee to > the Biſhop 
of Alexandria, which the Pride of the See of Nome 
could not very well bear. But the Ignorance of the 
Biſnops of Rome and their Dependents, in theſe 
Matters, obliged them, though much e en 
Wills, to d it for ſome tim. 

At Knights, A alley had meh various » Atempls 
for that Purpoſe, Dionyſius Exiguus,”a Roman Ab- 
bot, and the Inventor of that Period which is called 
by his Name, furniſhed them, in the Vear of our 
Lord 527. with a Method of finding the fitſt Day of 
the Moon, and conſequently of the fourteenth, with- 
out Difficulty, by means of a Cycle of nineteen Luni- 
ſolar Years, which had been contrived 4.32 Vears before 
Chrift, by Meton an Athenian Aſtronomer ;+and is 
now known by the Name of the Golden Number 
or the Cycle of the Moon; and which Dionyſius then 
adapted to the finding in every Year that fourteenth 
Day of the Moon, or Full Moon, aeg W 
Time of Eafter depended. Hom ee I nind 


: 
b, 


MI“ 10 lobi 11953390 tin 
2 For theſe nihetetn Laniſolar rs, Sach of 
235 Lunations, being thought to be exactly equal to 
nineteen Solar Years; the ſeveral: Numbers of this 
Cycle were prefixed to thoſe Days of the Month in 
the Calendar, on which the firſt Days of the Moon 
happened at that time; in the ſeveral Tears to which 
OG: Numbers Ta Dep e 
e eee ore 8 © de 
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cle of ninetern Vears ; upon à firm Belief, that in 
all future Times the firſt Days of the Moon would, 
at the End of every nineteen Vears or complete Cy- 

ce, happen upon the ſame Days to which the, Num- 

bers, chrreſponding to the HT veral reſpective Years, 
wore preſixed ; and that when, i each Neat, the ſe- 
vrral firſt Days of the Moon were found, it would 
be txttemeiy enſy to ſind, in any given Year of that 
Cycle, the fouttecnth Day of te Moon which would 
happen upon or next after the twenty-firſt Day of 
me and ee the eee Which _ 


©. This Method, * finding Bate. by. means of th 
Golden Numbers thus placed in the Calendar, 
followed for a —— tume by all the — | 
"a uh nnd continues: ines be mails in this x 


n iQ} 
| Bur "Yb poſelt Gnenthis Method w was ar irh be- 
lücrrd to be; Time, that great Diſcoverer of Truth 
and Falſhood, : has / ſhewn it to be very errontous; 
partly upon Account of the Anticipation of the 
Equinox, already ſpoken af; and partly. becauſe the 
nineteen Luni-ſolar Years, of which the Cycle is 
. compoſed, are not exactly equal to, but about one 
Hour and twenty. eight Minutes * less than nine- 
teen Solar Vears; making the Ne Moos anticipate, 
or happen car lier than thy did, by tWenty⸗four Hours, 
or a whole Day, in about 311 F Vears; whereby the 
Golden Numbers appear to be very improperly placed 
in out preſent Calendar. And although, in the Time 


1b. 28“ 3. 30”. + 310.7 Years, or 310 Years 2563 Days. | 
| of 


ca. 


of celebrating the Feaſt of Eaſter, we ſometimes 
agree with the Intention of the Council of Nice, and 
the Practice of other Countries where this Error has 
been corrected; yet it oftener happens that we differ 
from both. 
© The firſt Cauſe of this Error will be removed by 
the preceding Clauſes of chis Bill; by means of which 
the Vernal Equinox will again happen upon, or very 
near to the twenty-firſt Day of March; as it did 4 
the Time of the Council of Nice. 5 | 


And the Correction of the latter is of ſo intricate 
a Nature, and requires ſo many things to be taken 
into Conſideration, that a Perſon of much greater 
Abilities than I pretend to, would not be able, in a 
Diſcourſe delivered viva voce, to ſtate it in a manner 
that would be clear and intelligible to his Hearers. 


I ſhall not therefore attempt to explain farther, 
either the Error, or the Correction of it; but ſhall 
content myſelf with acquainting your Lordſhips, 
that it is corrected in the Calendar, Tables, and Rules, 
annexed to this Bill; and that by their Means Zafter- 
day may be found, ſo as to agree as nearly as may be 
with the Rule pre ſeribed by the Council of Nice, 
and to correſpond intirely with the Practice of fo- 
reign Countries; not only for the preſent, but in fu- 
ture times likewiſe : Sufficient Proviſion being therein 
made, for properly ſhifting the Places of the Golden 
Numbers in the Calendar, at thoſe Pcriods of Fine 
when it ſhall be neceſſary ſo to d. by 
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And when, in the courſe of what ſtin remains 
for me to fay, J ſhall mention to your Lordſhips the 
Autliority upon which thoſe Tables and Rules do ſtand, 
Jam perſuaded, that you will not entertain the leaſt 
Doubt of the ſufficient Truth and 2 of them. 

When Pope Gregory. Wm this Part of the 
Wender, he intireſy laid aſide the Uſe of the Gol- 
den Numbers; and ſubſtituted thirty Sets of Epacts in 
their ſtead. But his Method is ſo complex, and, 
at the ſame time, ſo different from that of the 
Church of England, that it was thought better till 
to retain the 15 of the Golden Numbers; which 
will be much leſs troubleſome, and yet, by means of 
the aforeſaid Calendar, Tables, and Rules, will give 
the Time of Eater as exadtly as the Jy will do. 


| The three laſt Clauſes of the Bill are deſ * 


merely for the Protection of private Property, from 


the Injury which it might other wiſe fereive _ the 
25 — of the 2. | 


This could hardly have been effected any other 
way than by the Proviſions made in this Bill; which 
directs, that all things of a more indifferent Nature 
ſhall be tranſacted on the nominal Days; but that all 
Matters, which may affect private Property, ſhall not 
be accelerated; but ſhall be tranſacted or take place 
upon the very ſame natural Days, as they would have 
been, or would have done, if this mt, in = 7870 
had not been made. 


For 
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For had de Wp ei of Rents and Ciber⸗ Surns 
of Money, and the Performance of other Acts, ſti- 
pulated for by Contracts in being before the Change 
of the Style ſhall take place, been in general accelerated 
and brought forward with the nominal Days; ſo great 
a Variety of Diſcounts,” Abatements, and Allowances, 
would neceſſarily have been eſtabliſhed by the Bill, as 
might have been attended with more Difficulties, and 
greater Inconveniencies, thanthoſe who have not tho- 
roughly conſi __ this. Matter, ay be aware of: 
And if any one particular Caſe ſhoulg be except- 
ed out of the three laſt Clauſes, 'or any of them; 
there is too much Reaſon to fear.) that it would be 
productive of ſo many other Exceptions, as Fl 
greatly fruſtcare' the good renn i of the Bulk 


And it is no ſmall Juſtification” of the laft G7 
Proviſo, that it appears by authentic ' Copies, aud 
Extracts of Edi: and Placatds, which the noble Lord, | 
who brought in this Bill, procured: from à \ 
that the ſme Method was purſued, in this reſpe&, 
when France, Brabant, Holland, and Zealand, laid 
aſide the Old, and received the New Style. = 


I have now gone 5 the ſeveral Particulars of 
the Bill; and though I have done it with as much Bre- 
vity, as the Nature of the Matters, which I have ſpoken 
of, would permit, I am ſenſible that I haye already 
treſpaſſed too long upon your Lordſhips Patience; 
and ſhall therefore haſten to a Concluſion. But 
yet, as ſome Parts of the Bill, and particularly the 
Tables, and thoſe Rules concetning Eaſter, which 
| | are 


(22 
are e new, and merely upon Authority ; and cannot, 
as have ob{eryed before, be explained minutely to your 
Lordſhips in this Place; I muſt. beg your Permiſſion 
| to fay a very few Words in relatiqn to that Matter. 


I believe 1 need not tell your Lordſhips, that the 
firſt Deſign of the Bill was formed by the noble Earl 
who preſented it to the Houſe; and whoſe Saga- 
city. to diſcern, does not exceed his Inclination to 
redreſs, any Inconveniences which his Fellow. Sub- 
jets may labour under. | 


This Bill. was, under his Lordſhip 8 'Direftion g 
drawn, and moſt of the Tables Ci Ku by Mr. 
. Davell, a Barriſter of the Midale- Temple, whoſe 
Skill in Aſtronomp, as well as in his Profeſſion, ren- 
dered him extremely capable of accurately performing 
thatWork ; which was likewiſe carefully examined, and 
approved of, by two Gentlemen, whoſe Learning and 
Abilities are ſo well known, that nothing which I 
Lan ſay, can add to their Characters; I mean Mr. 
Folles, Preſident of the Royal Society; and Dr. 
1 his Majcſty's Aſtronomer at Greenwich ; the 
latter of whom did himſelf compoſe the three gene- 
ral Tables, which your Lordſhips find toward the End 
of the printed Copy. 


Upon this Authority do the new Tables and Rules 
Rand; and as to the Bill it ſelf, no Endeayours have 
been, wanting to make it as complete, and as free 
from Objections of all kinds, as poſlible. : 
But if, after all, any Defects or ImpccfeRtivns, 
Hhould Rill remain in it; I doubt not but that all of 

i them 


WE | 
them will be diſcovered, and the one be ſupplied, and 
the other be removed, either in the Committee of 
this, or the other Houſe of Parliament, if the Bill 
ſhall proceed ſo far. - 


And ſince Iam clearly of Opinion, that the general 
Principle of it is right, and well founded, I humbly 
move your Lordſhips, That this Bill be committed. 
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